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From Page 1

“I'm not intimidated by any-
one,” said resident Ruth Woods.,-
“Some [Drexel] students think they
own 'the neighborhood. But that's -
not how it, works .We do not want
any, facistir‘or homophobna in our
nelghborhood ‘We''don’t do . that
herei We're going to work hard -
until all of these problems are erad- :
icaty ;

Longtlme resident Betty Bau-.
man echoed those sentiments, even

though her front porch recently % :

was pelted with eggs.” ot

_ “No, I'm not backing down
[from flying the flag),” Bauman
said. -~ -
Shan Holt, another flag- flyer.
said the problems are complicated.

““We [Powelton residents] are

everything that the culture teaches
the Drexel kids to look down on,”
she said. “We're racially diverse,
economically diverse and cultural-
ly diverse. The more middle. class
we become, the more some stu-
dents look down on us: They won-
der why we haven’t moved to the
suburbs yet.”

The great majority of Drexel stu- -
dents are well-behaved and peace-
ful, residents stressed.

“Most of the [Drexel],students 33
are really good kids,” Bauman
said. “But some of them treat Pow-
elton residents as dirt undemeath
their feet.”

She said Drexel students have
been quick .to- help with spring
- cleanings, fall lcaf-sweepmgs and

charitable endeavors * such’ as
staffing soup kitchens.
But some students need to leam
more about ¢ity living, she said.
“Students need to be educated
about alcohol, publxc urination,
« publie. transportation, and respect-
* for human differences;” she said.
. “Powelton Village has such a di-
'versny of people. Students could

leart so much from us.’ Drexel

should be teaching its students how
to be global citizens. 'Iha(’s. the-
 real preparation for life.”
Bauman 3aid the alleged dlstur-

 bances. often are related to alcohol. -

Holt said Drexel. should be _en-
forcing its studem. conduct and al— 54
cohol codes %

' See FI.AGS, Page 32‘ '



* state liquor-enforcement authori= " |
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“The umversny in. general, and :
ed’ ta
proactively, address the whole.' :

Papadalns in' particular,

range of challenges, and not snmply
wait until something bad hap rns&

and then déplore it,” Holt sal

Holt smd a sharp growth in
Drexel’s student enrollment is coft+

'tanting to. nelghborhqod rob- )

lems.”

unplanncd unorganized; and unsi-.

pemsed " she said, “It's challeng- - :

ing both the university, and the

neighborhood, ta: find: posntive

ways to coexist.”™ ..
Hennance. ‘who' owns Gxovan-

ni’s Room, is supplymg rainbow |
ﬂags at cost tg nei hbors and uni- - -
- versity representatives:. Hq sald %

conflicts between Drexel'and Pow-
elton are long—standing ang con};
plex. ' S

said. “We have been telling Drexet
about the drinking, the vandalism

and the trash for a Jong time. And
we have been telling the pohce for

a long time, Why, they won'y ; d(y
anything is beyon mer™ ot

Inspector James: Txanm the por |

lice department’s ll&lSOl\ ta the:

sexual- and gender-minority. com--

munities; said the p;oblems are:
being addressed. - -

“Anything we can. -do we'll do e
Tiano told PGN.‘We'll work with- |

Drexel security: Lofﬁcmls]»,~ and.

- *This einansion of the s;uden;’
body inta Powelton essentiafly was -

“’I‘he problem 1s profound, he

s agilast

ties- Whatever laws. thé students

_are. violating, - we -will 9nforce=_.'

- thems And F want the, residents in -
that : area to comact me it ] probl‘em

i

arises s.J'im aware of jt.
‘ Greg: Regnault;: co-

the alleged be

_ presidént. of
Drexel s Gay, and_Straight- Al

 liancey said he | ;:Qmmmﬁdﬁbgut_ :

INiOE ofsqmq of his -

WCCK.

He said a recent Campus ‘speak-
out” on anti-gay harassment was
an important. first step, but it was
held on short notice.

Regnault would like to see simi-
lar, better-attended meetings.

“I'd like to see meetings where
the victims, and the perpetrators,
are in the same room, working out
their differences,” he said. “I'd
also like to see more non-queer stu-
dents giving support.”

Lazar Kleit, deputy director of .

the Philadelphia Commission on
Human Relations, said the com-
miission is becoming involved in
Powelton.

“Right now, we're domg an as-
sessment as to what the situation

is,” Kleit said Nov. 8. “Then we’ll

determine what sort of intervention
might be appropriate. Options. in-
clude ' inter-group intervention,
legal assistance, police involve
ment, and outreach to umversny
officials.”

William Galther. a former presn-
dent of Drexel University, spoke in
favor of the university. Gaither,.

- Who lives in Powelton, also is fly-

ing arainbow flag.

“I think {university officials] are
doing their best, and making excel-
lent progress,” he said. “Some

Drexel students come to the: city .

with a lot of bigotry in their minds:
So they act out — particularly if

- they have alcohol in their tummies. -
They do things that we wish they -

wouldn’t do.”

Gaither pointed to the recent |

campus “speak-out,” and a lengthy
statement by a Drexel official de-
nouncing anti-gay hate crimes, as {
examples of the university’s efforts
to lessen the conflicts.

Ben Dugan, - presxdent of the | |

See FLAGS, Page 33
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Powelton Village Civic Associa-
tion, also is optimistic that the con-
frontations will subside. He also is
committed to flying a rainbow flag
outside his residence.

- “Somehow I give the university
credit for understanding that these |
alleged incidents are hate crimes
— s0 they [university officials]
have no choice but to take the
problem seriously,” Dugan said.
“Their students can go to jail. It’s
not a question of whether Drexel
wants to withhold students’ tran-
scripts. They [students] can be
criminally prosecuted.”

Hermance said he deeply appre-
ciated his non-gay neighbors who
are flying rainbow flags, and
protesting- anti-gay acts in the
neighborhood.

“I'm very grateful,” Hermance
said. “If white people had occa-
sionally stood up for black people
in the way that my neighbors have
stood up for me — black, white
and Asian — then this would be
different country.” W




