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Poweltonians of the Past: A Quirky Family in a Quirky House

By Doug Ewbank

Dear Powelton History Hound: Wasn’t the house
at modified to include a painting
studio? Regards, Curious G.

Dear Curious G.: Yes, a painting studio was added
for a muralist — but that’s not half the story.

3309 was squeezed in between 3311 and 3305
about 1879. Its red and green, Arts and Crafts
appearance contrasts with older stucco and
stone neighbors. This quirky style fit the James
Monaghan family perfectly. They moved from
Swarthmore to an apartment iwhere
they lived for a few years before buying 3309
Baring about 1910.

James Monaghan was born in Missouri in 1854,

attended Lafayette College and was admitted
to the bar. He edited volumes on Pennsylvania
court cases including Monaghan’s Supreme Court
Cases butalsowrote amonograph titled Lafayette
at Brandywine. Anna grew upina Quakerfamily
that hosted many prominent Quakers, including
Lucretia Mott.

The youngest Monaghan made headlines first.
In 1911, th a7 uges reported the out-
come of theiéattle of Juarezfearly in the Mexican
Revolution. They reported that]james, Jr.,]a
student at Swarthmore, went sightsewz
and was arrested as a spy. He was held prisoner
for several days during the battle. Earlier, he

worked as a cowboy in roundupsin Wyoming --an
unusual job for a 56, 100-pound 17 year-old.

After an M.A. from Penn and 14 years running
a livestock business, James got the job that every
adventurous boy desires: State Historian for the
State of Hlinois.

Gertrude was the artist. She and sister Hannah
combined Quaker zeal with a passion for art.
Hannah later wrote: “Something happened in
this Quaker household. A virus struck under the
pseudonymof ART. Howitentered thissanctuary
and hit two who came from a long line of Quaker
martyrs cannot be explained. Thereatter these
two victims live for nothing but art.” Training at
the Philadelphia School for Design for Women
and the Pennsylvania Academy led Gertrude to
painting murals, which required a large studio

-space. In 1916, The New York Times mentioned

a landscape series of overdoor and overwindow
panelsby Gertrude featuring views of sand dimes.
Later, she was inspired by trips to Morocco, Por-
tugal and Spain. Meanwhile, Hannah dedicated
herself to writing and acting,

Hlustrator and muralist Violet Oakley suggested
the sisters move to Nantucket where they became
early members of the art colony. After a few
vears, they boughta decrepit, eighteenth-century
cow and pig barn and renovated it as a summer
home and art space. They named it “Greater
Light” after the Quaker concept of a guiding
light. The renovation combined Quakerism’s
mysterions inspiration with “dumpster-diving.”
Before going to Nantucket, they were inspired to
purchase two twelve-foot-high wrought-iron gates

3309 Baring Street, home of the Monaghans (Doug Ewbank)

from a junkyard in Philadelphia. Later, the gates
fit perfectly into the barn doors. The renovation
alsoincludedsalvaged stained-glass windows and
a Mohammadan harem curtain.

The Monaghan family’s passion for art, religious
inspiration and adventure are an important part
of Powelton’s legacy.

You can find more stories about the sisters at
the Nantucket Historical Association] web-
site by Googling: Gertrude Monaghan Nantucket.
More stories about Poweltonians from
the past can be found on doug’s blog:
hitp://porwelionhistoryblog blogspot.com
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http://poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3309baring.htm
http://poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3314arch.htm
http://www.nha.org/history/hn/HN-mazaris-greaterlight.htm
http://dig.lib.niu.edu/ISHS/ishs-1981winter/ishs-1981winter261.pdf
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?_r=1&res=9900E5D81439E333A25752C1A9639C946096D6CF



