
Poweltonians of the Past: AQuirky Family in aQuirky House
 
By Doug Ewbank 

Dear Powelton History Hound: Wasn't the house 
at 3309 Baring modified to include a painting 
studio? Regards, Curious G. 

Dear Curious G.: Yes,a paintingstudio was added 
for a muralist ~ but that's not half the story. 

3309 was squeezed in between 3311 and 3305 
about 1879. Its red and green, Arts and Crafts 
appearance contrasts with older stucco and 
stone neighbors. This quirky style fit the James 
Monaghan family perfectly. They moved from 
Swarthmore to an apartment in 3316 Arch where 
they lived for a few years before buying 3309 
Baring about 1910. 

James Monaghan was born in Missouri in 1854, 
attended Lafayette College and was admitted 
to the bar. He edited volumes on Pennsylvania 
court cases including Monaghan's Supreme Court 
Cases but also wrote a monograph titled Lafayette 
at Brandywine. Anna grew up in a Quaker family 
that hosted many prominent Quakers, including 
Lucretia Mott. 

The youngest Monaghan made headlines first. 
In 1911, the New York Times reported the out­
come of the Battle ofJuarez early in tile Mexican 
Revolution. They reported mat James, Jr., a 
student at Swarthmore, wentsightseeinginJuarez 
and was arrested as a SPI: He was held prisoner 
for several days during the battle. Earlier, he 
worked as a cowboy in roundups in Wyoming-- an 
unusual job for a 5'6", 100-pound 17 year-old. 

After an M.A. from Penn and 14 years running 
a livestock business,James got the job mat every 
adventurous boy desires: State Historian for the 
State of Illinois. 

Gertrude was the artist. She and sister Hannah 
combined Quaker zeal with a passion for art. 
Hannah later wrote: "Something happened in 
this Quaker household. A virus struck under the 
pseudonym of ART. How it entered this sanctuary 
and hit two who carne from a long line of Quaker 
martyrs cannot be explained. Thereafter these 
two victims live for nothing but art. " Training at 
the Philadelphia School for Design for Women 
and the Pennsylvania Academy led Gertrude to 
painting murals, which required a large studio 
·space. In 1916, The New York Times mentioned 
a landscape series of overdoor and overwindow 
panels by Gertrude featuring views of sand dunes. 
Later, she was inspired by trips to Morocco, Por­
tugal and Spain. Meanwhile, Hannah dedicated 
herself to writing and acting. 

Illustrator and muralist Violet Oakley suggested 
the sisters move to Nantucket where they became 
early members of me art colony. After a few 
years, they bought a decrepit, eighteenth-century 
cow and pig barn ami renovated it as a summer 
horne and art space. They named it "Greater 
Light" after the Quaker concept of a guiding 
light. The renovation combined Quakerism's 
mysterious inspiration with "dumpster-diving." 
Before going to Nantucket, they were inspired to 
purchase two twelve-foot-high wrought-iron gates 
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from ajunkyard in Philadelphia. Later, the gates 
fit perfectly into the barn doors. The renovation 
also included salvaged stained-glass windows and 
a Mohammadan harem curtain. 

The Monaghan family's passion for art, religious 
inspiration and adventure are an important part 
of Powelton's legacy. 

You can find more stories about the sisters at 
the Nantucket Historical Association web­
site ~Y Googling: Gertrude Monaghan Nantucket. 
Mo re stories about Poioeltoni ans from 
the past can be found on doug's blog: 
http://poweltonhisto~J!bwg blogspot. com 

........................................................................................................................
 

Letter from the Editors 
Dear Neighbors, 

We have not formally introduced ourselves as the 
new co-editors of the Post. We figured we'd make 
good on our New Year's resolution to do so. 

After two exceptional years of work, Meg Wise 
and Gayle Matthews handed over the reins this 
Iall, As you may have noticed, the Post received 
a clean and handsome update fromJamie Mont­
gomery. 'vVe are delighted to continue the tradition 
of Poweltonians creating me look of our beloved 
newsletter. 

\Ve wanted to draw your attention to some other 
new developments. \Ye were handed two boxes 
of issues dating back to the first Post, which ap­
peared in 1961. The content is so inspiring that 
we decided to create a column that shares some 
of these treasures in "From the Archives. " You will 

also note the appearance of the "Village Epicure," 
a neighborhood recipe column that is sponsored 
by Reading Terminal Market. We are always 
looking lor recipes so please send them our way: 

\Ye have high hopes for expanding and adding 
new content, and are in need of more neighbor­
hood contributors. Here is our wishlist: 

More local advertisers and coupons to 
eventually support adding a few color pages 
to the issue 
Do-it-yourself renovators and gardeners to 
share home improvement triumphs (and ca­
tastrophes) for the Horne & Garden column, 
which will debut in the spring 
Neighborhood photographers to cover 
events and goings on lor "Powel in Pictures" 
Powel School students interested in covering 
the school's beat 

And, as always, new or old "Meetyour Neighbor" 
profiles, cover story articles, news and announce­
ments and items for "Over the Fencepost." If you 
are interested in getting involved, or have story 
ideas or letters to the editor, please email us at 
poweltonpost@grnail.com 

\Ve'd like to thank those who contribute monthly 
content: Doug Ewbank, Deb Burnham, Amy 
Montgomery and Tony Dominick. \,ve'd love to 
add your name to the masthead! Special thanks 
to Deb McCarty. Marion Kreiter and Hanley 
Bodek lor the labels and distribution of the Post. 
Finally, we'd like to thank all the volunteers who 
get it to your doorstep. 

Wishing you a wonderful 2010, 
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Gillian Staack and Mara Zepeda 
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http://poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3309baring.htm
http://poweltonvillage.org/interactivemap/files/3314arch.htm
http://www.nha.org/history/hn/HN-mazaris-greaterlight.htm
http://dig.lib.niu.edu/ISHS/ishs-1981winter/ishs-1981winter261.pdf
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?_r=1&res=9900E5D81439E333A25752C1A9639C946096D6CF



