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Powelton NeighborsTHE HANCOCKS 
BY Doug Ewbank 

Joseph Lee Hancock (1806-1878) came from an old Quaker family in 
Salem, N.J. He moved to Philadelphia at an early age and in 1832 married 
Susan Bacon (1810-1878). They settled in Blockley Township (now West 
Philadelphia) where he was a farmer. They had five children: Margaret B. 
(1833-1895), Charles W. (1835-1909), George W. (abt 1837-1903),Albert 
(abt 1838-1891), and Mary Ann (1848-1886). Joseph and Susan moved to 
405 N 33rd St. about 1860. He then described himself as a retired brick­
layer. He listed his wealth at $4,400 including their house. By 1870, this 
had increased to $35,000. 

In 1876, Margaret married William Livezey, a Bucks County farmer and 
widower with two young children. In 1880. they lived in Langhorne Borough 
where he listed himself as a retired farmer (at age 44). They did not have 
any children together. 

In 1852, Charles started wori<ing for Jenks & Ogden, wholesale druggists, 
at 3rd and Race. He graduated from the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
in 1857. He bought a pharmacy at 17th and Locust, then sold it to great 
advantage two years later. In 1870, he was liVing at 3427 Spring Garden St. 
He built up a profitable pharmacy in a rented space. In 1876, he purchased 
the lot at 3421 Spring Garden and built a drug store with a comfortable 
residence. In 1905, he retired and moved to Langhorne, PA. He died 
quietly in 1909 while resting in his berth on a steamer on the homeward trip 
from Boston. where he and his second wife had been attending the annual 
meeting of the Sons of Temperance. The store he built continued serving as 
a pharmacy for decades and the pharmacy signs were only removed from 
the building very recently. 
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MEET THE MILONS 
By Virginia Maksymowicz and Blaise Tobia (photo) 

Despite the three tries it took for the Milon family to move into their new 
home back in August, Tom, Laurence, Lea and Ines have now settled into 
the former McDermott/Aidar house and are becoming an active part of Pearl 
Court. 

We are so happy that our new neighbors are continuing the tradition of 
"internationalizing" the Court. Some of 

Tom, I know you work for Alcan ... I went to their website and they 
sound like a very interesting company. Their website is in English and 
in French, and it seems that they are not only involved in metals but in 
various alternative energy and sustainability programs. Tell us more! 
A/can is mainly a mining company focused on aluminum. One of the busi­
ness units deals with packaging-for food, cosmetics and pharmaceutical 
products. I work on the latter, making bottles and closure for products such 
as Tylenol and Zyrtec. Alcan really focuses on promoting the safety of its em­
ployees, the protection of the environment and the interaction with the corn­

munity. We have a lot of environmental 
initiatives and while we mainly use 

(Bruce, Monika, Eric and Emily) who 
you may remember the Kogut family 

plastic resin to make our products, we 
lived in the house before Gerry, Sandra hold ourselves to the highest standards 
and Miranda. Blaise and I will never and regUlations and always strive to 
forget their Santa Lucia party with surpass them. 
white-robed children descending the 
central staircase singing traditional Laurence, what are your plans now 

that the family is settling in?songs in Swedish. (Monika's surname 
Things are a lot easier since the girls 

of Buenos Aires to holiday get-togeth­
is Knutsson ...). Sandra brought a bit 

have gotten use to their new routine 
ers, with Gerry always contributing and have a better understanding of 
authentic Argentinean barbeque. And their new environment in the city (way 
when Shannon and Luchy Anderson different from the Californian suburb!). 
and their three children lived next door, I am still working remotely for the same 
we experienced a bit of Columbia start-up company: CardioDx, Inc. It's 
as well! Now we can proudly fly the a cardiovascular genomic diagnos-
French flag. tics company based in Palo Alto, CA. 

Laurence was born in Grenoble, in The company has a multi-program 
the Alps. (remember the 1968 Olym­ approach with genomic diagnostics in 
pics?) while Tom's hometown is Paris.
 
Lea says that while she is also from
 
Grenoble, the family was living in Turkey at the time! Ines is a California girl
 
from San Jose.
 

I posed the following questions to the Milons, so that we can learn a little 
more about these new Poweltonians: 

Was California the first place you settled? 
Yes, when we moved to the US, we settled in Northern California-in the 
South of the Bay area-in a city surrounded with big headquarters such as 
Google, Yahoo!, Intel, AMD, EBay. That was quite interesting! We had a 
great time there: lots of friends, great quality of life. 

Do you still have family In France? 
Actually, all of our family is in France-we have no family in the US. Lau­
rence's twin sister lives in Tahiti ... not a bad place to visit family! 
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Mary married Charles A. Dixon. In 1870, they 
lived at 3503 Hamilton. He was a clerk in a 
bookstore. By1880, they had moved to 730 N. 
41st St. and he had become a printer. They had 
two children. 

In 1862, George W. married Elizabeth James 
and they moved to 3202 Hamilton St. He studied 
engineering at Penn and joined the office of the 
City Surveyor. He worked for Samuel Smedley 
whom he succeeded as City Surveyor. He served 
during the Centennial Exposition and was responsible for building the 
streets and trolley lines for the Exposition. In 1879, he resigned to set up 
a real estate firm. He became a preeminent realtor, managing as many 
as 1,300 houses at a time including the real estate of the Girard Trust. He 
also made mortgage loans from his offices at 717 Walnut and 40th and 
Lancaster. In the 1880s they moved to 3216 Baring and later to Lower 
Merion. They had three sons. Henry James became a lawyer, George B. 
(University of Pennsylvania, 1887) a civil engineer and Walter West a life 
insurance salesman. 

Albert, a clerk, married Josephine Kimes, a local schoolteacher. Joseph 
and Catherine Kimes lived at 325 N. 32nd St. with their five daughters. 
Joseph was a real estate agent. All of the sisters were schoolteachers. 
Three never married and continued teaching. 

The Hancocks were successful businessmen who lived in the neighbor­
hood for more than 50 years. 

development for three forms of cardio­
vascular disease, including coronary 

artery disease, cardiac arrtlythmias, and heart failure. Our plans are to visit 
the East Coast as much as possible. We were pretty surprised to see how 
easy it is to go to New York: we will definitely take advantage of that! We also 
would like to learn more of the American history: Philadelphia offers a lot of 
historical paces to visit. We will also go to WaShington, DC. Overall we are 
very excited to see another part of the US. 

Girls, how old are you? You are both going to a French school, cor­
rect? What is it like? 
Lea: I'm 10; Ines: I'm 6. The French school is fun! We learn a lot of things.
 
We've made lots of friends.
 
Ines: I love to play with my friends.
 
Lea: I love recess and my music class!
 
Ines: I like going to the parks around the house.
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