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er face is thin, with unlined
H light-brown skin streiched
tautly over strong cheek-
bones. Her eyes are large and dark and
burn with her vision of life. Her
hands, large and longfingered, with
ragged nails, bear the marks of her
life's work and now hold the first of
many cigarettes, Fragility seems to | 4
hover about her tall frame. i
Ellen Powell Tiberino, 51, is consid- |
ered by many to be the most promi- |
nent black female artist in Philadel-
phia. Her work has spawned praise
and controversy. She has won awards
and criticism, Her life has been con- [
sumed by her work and her family —
husband Joe and their three children,
Raphael, 19, Leo, 17, and Ellen, 15.

But now Tiberino is being con- © b
sumed by illness. Cancer has her in its
fist, and she has been trying to shake

Ellen and Joe Tiberino. He is a painter/murajist.

free of it — and its complications — for 11 years,
She has been ravaged by countless hospitaliza-
tions, seven rounds of major surgery, radiation.
Pain is her everpresent companion. But al-
though in the grip of the disease, she refuses to
give it the upper hand.

Seated in her antiquescluttered Powelton Vil-
lage home, she talked of her work and her
mission — a mission affected by her illness and

“When | am asked where | get my inspiration, |
say it's all my life, my friends, everything I've
seen and known. And I want to make it all come
together and make sense and make people see,
There's a feeling of joy that comes with it," she
said in a low-pitched, halting voice,

*I don't think enough credit is given to the
real things in life, what | base my work on. ...
Many people only want beauty around them, and

her race against time. | record life."

Her quest to make a mark has been
slowed by her physical ailments, Sev-
eral times doctors have told her hus-
band to prepare for the end. Each time
| she has battled back — but at a cost.

She easily falls victim to infections,

ing fatigue.
N “What she has to do just 1o get up in
the morning is equal to everyone
else’s whole day's progress,” said Joe
Tiberino, who also is an artist, how
finishing a docudrama about the art
world. “The physical problems are so
overwhelming that she shouldn't be
able to function at all."

Steve Jones, a graduate student in
Afro-American art at the University of
Pennsylvania, said the report "had
been that she should have been dead
by now, and the point is she's not
listening to it. Hers is a life-affirming
presence. She has chosen to focus on
this time and making the most of it.
She has something left to give humanity before
she leaves."

Through it all, she continues to paint and
draw, exhibits her work at area galleries and
teaches small classes.

“I never would have thought that I could deal
as well as | have with pain. I've been nalve about
a lot of things, and this has really made me grow
up in an odd sort of way," she said, recalling the
(See ARTIST on 6:K)

intestinal blockeges and bone-weary-
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Ellen Powell Tiberino outside her Powelton Village home, the outer wall of which is decorated with art created by both her and her husband, Joe.

An artist battles time

Ellen Powell Tiberino has cancer.-She’s
fought it for 11 years — through seven
major operations. “I paint life,” she
says, “and life is not always beautiful.”
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paints “to please no one but myself."

A lithograph by EHen leermo who says she

Hunters aim
for safety first

Before stabkmg their prev

that can save their lwes

By Melissa Dribben

Specinl to The hquirer

Don’t get them wrong. They have nothing
against Bambi. But the state's fresh crop of
licensed hunters — many of them children
who still go to bed with teddy bears — also
want to shoot the real thing Black bears,
cottontail rabbits or a prize 12-pointer — a
deer with an antler branch for each candle
on the hunter’s birthday cake,

It's hunting season in Pennsylvania, the
state that Issues more hunting licenses than
any other. Last year, 1,159,412 hunters were
licensed to stalk the woods and fields in
search of game in Pennsylvania. Twelve
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Imrrentwcrelllnl-‘- years old, the so-called  That's why we teach hunter safety. We want
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left. Tom McNish figures, it works out moth striped bass that nearly were caught
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Jack Dubbs of the North Forty Rod and Gun Club teaching son Timmy, 12.
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phia County

Junior hunters usually were not the
troublemakers, Shire said. Most of the acci-
dents were caused by hunters between 20
and 50 years old. Ten percent were caused
bv those under age 16

In fact, since the younger hunters were
required to take a hunter-safety course
before hoisting a rifle, he said, they often
ended up teaching their sccompanying
adults & thing or two about proper con

(See HUNTERS on 7-4
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Men who avoid making
their own fashion choices

The other day I heard a radio com-
mercial for a store that sells men's
clothing. It caused me to wonder not
abou c¢lothing but about men who
don't know who they are.

]

The commercial extolled what was
described as one of the great benefits
of shopping at this store. “If you're
confused about whether pleated
trousers are right for you or whether
you should wear cuffs, you can get
expert advice [rom our knowledge.
able staff ... on how 1o achieve a
fashionable look.”

What is a fashionable look?

| suppose that the people who run
the stores, write the advertising
copy, go to the fashion shows, might
say that it's whatever is deemed to be

in" at the moment by the "right”
people, whoever they are

A lot of men buy into this and, 85 8
result, you see guys who In succes
sive vears are wearing flares, pegged
trousers, baggies, skindight panis,
yellow suspenders, no suspenders
shoes with high heels, shoes without
heels. 1 see men who wear ihree-
piece sulls on llltldthr ¢ days, men
who. | imagine, would sleep In their
vests if the “right ]h"uu told them
that it was the thing to do. A lew
years ai:f.- when the Don Johnson
look was in, | saw men in

Uit “J[ln adoysg
hua.a\\.l..?r.’ that was !
man was supposed to look
after that, when 1hi on

same gu
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look laded, these

ean-shaver after all

By DARRELL SIFFORD

that was the way a man was supposed
to look

All of this makes me feel pro-
foundly sad for the men who have so
little sense of themselves that they
can't make a decision about what to
buy or how to look without getting
instructions. My guess is that these

(See SIFFORD on 7K)

Index

At Last makes fashionable clothing for
overweight children. Although 1t is
based in Massachusetts, it nm-rsa mail-
\ru’r" catalogue. Fashion, Page 3K

'1‘ American '\n-]u,ul[!hki! tricians
and Gynecologists says that after a
wesarean, 8 normal delivery is the
treatmoent of choice. Coping, Page 8K.

Ann Landess 4K On heslth . 2*“
Fitnass & 4K  Society 5-K
Miss Mannees 4K S' ) _ 3K
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A stricken artist is battling

courageous

ARTIST, from 1-K
many treks back and forth to hospi-
tals, the complexities of patient-doc-
tor relationships, the terrifying iso-
lation and battles against medical
red lape.

There has been an “abundance of
growth [in the artwork| that has
taken place in the years of my ill-
ness. The greatest part of my learn-
ing has taken place over the past 10,
11 years," she said, but the key 1o her
survival is integrity.

“I've never sold myself short. |
paint to please no one but myself,
and 1 have done more meaningful
work because of i," she said in a
voice grown suddenly stronger. "I
paint life, and life is not always bean-
tiful.”

That was the case in 1986 when the
Tiberinos collaborated on a three-
dimensional reliel sculpture depict-
ing the 1985 MOVE confrontation
that included the image of Mayor
Goode as a mask of death. When the
7-foor sculpture was displayed at
Temple University’s law school, it
caused controversy among students
(Goode's daughter Muriel was a law
student at the time) and made news-
papers across the country.

The Tiberinos say they created the
piece to express the pain they both
fel! walching the MOVE disaster.
“I'm not a politician; I'm an artist. |
must record what | see,” Ellen Tiber-
ino said.

The urge to create has been with
Tiberino since her childhood. “Ever
since | was a very small child I've
wanted to be an artist first," she said.
“I've been working toward that all
my life.” She observed people and
absorbed tales of family life from
such people as her Great-Aunt Lita
who became inspirations for por-
traits and line drawings.

“I've been in art over 35 years. ...
And my parents sald there's nothing
you can't accomplish if you want it
bad enough.”

One of seven children, Tiberino
grew up in Mantua in West Philadel-
phia. Her parents, Queenie and the
late William Powell, were hard-work-
ing people who “were very strong.
My mother isn't well herself still, but
she'll come down days when I'm not
having such a good day. | see her
strength, and that kind of keeps me
going. "

When she entered Overbrook High
School, she kept her eyes open for
“all opportunities” for more art edu-
cation. "If it was free, | was right
there,” she said with a laugh.

When she won a scholarship to the
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts, she began to stretch even more
and received honors for her work.
She satd that this annoyed some fac-
ulty and support staff, who resented
a black woman's achieving honors
“or just being there. But [ don't like
to put things on a basis of color, or
sex. People who have problems like
that — they stem from their own
insecurity.”

She won the prestigious Cresson
Traveling Scholarship Award when
she was a4 student at the academy
Only the second black woman 1o win
the award, she used the stipend to
travel through Europe.

After her European travels, she
returned to Philadelphia for a briel
time before she moved to New York.
Al a going-away party here she met
Joe, whose skill as a painter/muralist
eventually won him the coveted Ed-
win Abbey Fellowship three times,
“From my end, it was automatic at-
traction.” he said.

It took a little while longer for
Ellen: she worked in New York for
six years, and the couple dated off
and on during that period

“When did we get married, dear?"
she asked, adding to a visitor that
“Joe is more organized than me
about that kind of thing."

“1923, wasn't it?" Joe responded,
with a smile and quick peck on the
lips that speaks of a solid 21-year
marriage.

It was on her return that she began
developing a dramatic style of repre-
sentational art, often focusing on
black people’s history in this coun-
try, including its often ugly aspecis
— lynchings, servitude, despair.
Even so, Tiberino's trademark “pen-
cil drawings, pastels and oils, the oils
in particular, ... are just fabulous,
exciting. Her work is intense, very
fluid with a lot of movement but also
very haunting" said Evelyn Red-
cross of the October Gallery in West
Philadelphia, which has handled
miuch of her work, primarily prints
and posters.

Fellow artist Roland Ayers has
known her since the early 1960s,

ly to gain

more time

£

Tiberino supervises Pierre Vendette and Mary Leventon as
they sketch Roseanne Hornum feeding her baby.

when she was a student, “I'm very
high on her work,” he said. “She [has
done| marvelous, luminous pencil
drawings; she practically digs into
the peper. She's a very painterly
painter. She handles paint in the way
they did in the 16th, 17th centuries.
The work has a feeling of light from
within."

In 1977, Tiberino was the first art-
ist to have a one-person exhibition at
the Afro-American Historicdl and
Cultural Museum here, Adolphus Ea-
ley, then the museum director and
now an art dealer based in Paris,
called her “one of the strongest
woman artists I've seen in my travels
across the country. Uncontrived,
without causes to please, her can-
vases offer America a living experi-
ence in the souls of black folk."

Even when hospitalized, Tiberino
continues to paint the life around
her. Some of her medical experience
also has come 1o life as art, although
she does not dwell on it because “I
don’t like to look back. I look ahead.”

She displayed a print of The Opera-
tion, & black-and-white drawing that
horrifies in its details. Gowned and
masked doctors are bending over a
surgical table, with one holding a
colander while another deposits a
freshly removed organ into it In the
upper. righthand corner sit two
women, actually skeletons of death,
gossiping as if discussing whether 10
take life now or spare the person on
the table. Bare feet are all that is
shown of the patient/victim.

“I did this when [the cancer| was
first discovered, and [ obviously had
some Strong feelings about it. I proj-
ect some of this out on the work. It's
funny; doctors who have seen it el
ther love it or hate it — no in-
between.”

These days her subjects are more
likely to be flowers, plants, women
glowing with luminous colors. “My
palette is getting lighter, I find,” she
said. “Before I got sick, | was a night
person, but even then in the sum-
mer, I'd discover the joy of flowers.

“I'm a very physical painter, and {1
exhausts me when I'm done, but it
feels so good, and I can be happy for
weeks after | finish a piece | know is
good,” she said. She lit another ciga-
rette, explaining that smoking
“helps keep my mind off the pain,
and | don't have to take as many
pills.”

Among those who collect Tiberinos
are film director Federico Fellini
and WCAU-TV reporter-producer
Edie Huggins, who met Tiberino
throngh her work and since has be-
come a friend. After seeing Tiber-
ino's work at a friend's home and a
gallery, Huggins decided to broad-
cast a piece about her, Huggins said.

When she did, Huggins “saw a
childlikeness about her and was a bit
taken aback by it. She seemed very
vulnerable. Having been a nurse, |
don't hedge about medical things,
and she realized that there was noth-
ing she couldnt say to me. She
doesn't need anybody’s pity. How she
can find so much beauty in life when
she has so many things pulling her

in the other direction ... ] just cant
see how so much beauty can come
out of so much pain and frustration."

Tiberino draws strength from both
her family and her religion. She con-
verted to Roman Catholicism at 13,
and the Tiberinos have in their
home a self-designed chapel in
which she receives Holy Commu-
nion from the parish priest.

“My kids are funny about [the ill-
ness|. Leo said, ‘Mom, you're like The
Terminator — you just keep coming
back.’ And Joe says I'll be dancing on
his grave,” she said, sharing a smile
with her husband.

Joe Tiberino attributes to her
strong constitution and strong-mind-
edness his wife's refusal to bend un-
der the medical onslaught.

"During periods when they have to
feed her intravenously, some doctor
will say, 'Your wife will never be
able to eat anything again,’ and 1 just
smile because I've heard that so
many times," he said in a voice
tinged with his own Philadelphia
roots; he grew up at Filth and Sus-
quehanna Avenue,"After such along
period of time, the attitude [of some
physicians| is 'Why aren’t you either
cured or gonei'"

As Tiberino talks, neighbors come
in and out, carrying toddlers and
beer and chatting, The Tiberinos are
fixtures in Powelton Village, where
they have lived for decades, and
their happy household 1s an attrac-
tion to all kinds of people, according
to friends who occasionally need to
be protective of both.

Just like anyone else who is grave
ly ill, Ellen Tiberino said, "l get terri-
fied sometimes. When [ feel that way,
| have friends over, and someone
will fix something good to eat, and
we'll 1alk and langh.

“I was so used to doing everything
for myself — I liked 10 host and cook
and entertain — that it seemed really
terrible when 1 had to ask for
help. ... Butl look ahead most days,
and, of course, 1 have the major out-
let in my work.

“I am grateful for the opportunity
to learn how much strength | have."

Currently she is preparing for a
one-woman show in February at the
Hahn Gallery in Chestnut Hill, an
event eagerly awaited by coowner
Rosalind Hahn.

“She has a unique style, and her
work spans a long time. She has a
tremendous range, and that's one of
the reasons why | think her reputa-
tion will grow and grow," Hahn said.

When Tiberino is asked what she
wonld like people to understand
about her work, she pauses for sev-
eral minutes.

“I don’t know how to say this with-
out sounding cocky. But | think my
work speaks for itself. It's great. It
reaches people, no matter whether
the person likes it or hates it —
either way it's successful, That way, 1
think that it's worth it. I'm thor-
oughly drained and exhausted when
I finish a piece, but that knowledge
gives me the strength to go on.”

And, she said, "there's always one
more piece | have to do.'

Your horoscope
By Jeane Dixon

YOUR BIRTHDAY TODAY: Main-
tain an air of mystery and you will
have members of the opposite sex
eating out of your hand. Your dili-
gence at work will bring you rich
rewards next month. Changes in the
ecanomy could improve your
chances to move up or do more in
retirement., Children show a
stronger destre to learn. Concenirate
on projects to help many people.

BORN TODAY: Whoopi Goldberg,
Jack Elam. Robert Louis Stevenson

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Gather
research materials that will help you
renegotiate a contract or launch a
lucrative project. Romance comes
into full bloom. Children pose a ques-
tion you may not want 10 answer
Play for time

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Extra
rest and relaxation will restore your
energy. Find a book you cant pul
down. Fresh air and good friends
boost your morale. Sell-improvement
activities enjoy favorable infinences

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Get your
personal finances in better order

| { prom-

Face the reailly of someone s
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ises. Stand up for your rights as a
consumer. Take a list along when
grocery shopping

CANCER (Jume 21July 22): You
will save money by reducing credit
card balances. The time may be right
to buy a car or piece of property
fake measures to cutl tax payments

LEO (July 23Aug. 22): You find
new enthusiasm for a relationship
Romance becomes more exciting, Do
not let petty differences cause you
and a sibling to lose out on a valu-
able investmen! opportunity

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22): You need
10 review and revamp your spending
habits. Reach a consensus with the
rest of the family and then lind ways
1o back each other. Move past an
emotional roadblock

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Inspiro
tion comes from worship or spend-
ing quiet time alone. Reading or
meditating top your agenda. Travel
will leave you lired but happy. Give

romance another chance. Curb a ten
dency to rehash arguments
SCORPIO (Oct. 23Nov. 21): Your

personal magnetism draws a divers

l

group of peaple to you now, You gain
strength from knowing that what
you are doing helps others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): To-
day's events will make you smile.
Time spent with children will be
tiring but satisfying. You learn an
important lesson about relation-
ships. Extend the olive branch to a
relative

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22Jan. 19):
Change is in the wind. By accepting
the inevitahle with good grace, you
will get a chance 1o boost your in-
come. Listen to someone who cares
about your future

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take
whalever steps are necessary 10 sal-
vage an important relationship. A
diet and exercise program should be
tailored to your particular needs
Bring vour checkbook up 1o date and
you will rest easier,

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A good
day 10 ge! away from everything
Treat vourself well. Sleep In if that is

A mahind
1 DENING

what you desire the-scenes

maneuver helps solve a family finan-

cial problem
{




