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During the past year, many of you have expressed your dismay at the 
loss of several fine historic structures in the community. We have lost 
three houses and the fate of the church at 38th and Baring is still hanging 
in the balance. In addition, the future usage of the 1850s church at 35th 
and Spring Garden and the historically certified Bruner mansion on Spring 
garden St. (the former Ryan school for the deaf) remain unclear. Despite 
this, we continue to see some terrific efforts by Poweltonians to preserve 
and, in some cases, restore the historic nature of their homes. 

As announced at the last general meeting, the PVCA has been awarded 
a small grant from the Philadelphia Preservation Alliance. The grant will 
support a few activities to celebrate Powelton's 150th anniversary in 2010. 
We arrived at this date after carefully examining a variety of historical 
sources. Although there was some early building along Lancaster Avenue 
and Spring Garden (Bridge) Street before 1860, the core area that was 
to become Powelton was primarily covered by farmland and forest. That 
land started to become available for development with the sale of the 
Bingham-Baring estate and some of the Powel land in the mid-1850s. It 
apparently took a few years for the area to be surveyed and for a street 
grid to emerge before much building could begin. An examination of the 
history of some early houses, city directories for 1858 and 1861 and the 
1860 census reveals that it was not until about 1860 that there was a level 
of residential development significant enough to constitute the beginning 
of the neighborhood. During the past year, we have been collecting new 
information on the early decades of the neighborhood and its early resi
dents. We hope that continuing this work and extending it to more recent 
decades will be an important part of the sesquicentennial year. 

This summer, we will be holding open meetings to hear your interests and 
solicit volunteers for a range of activities. The anniversary event could 
involve many types of activities reflecting the numerous interests of Powel
tonians. The grant from the Preservation Alliance provides support for the 
following three activities. The first, will be celebratory banners designed 
by community artists in the next few months. The banners will have motifs 
depicting the neighborhood interests of architecture, nature and social 
diversity. It is our goal to unveil the banners at the Christmas dinner at 
which point we will discuss their placement throughout the neighborhood. 

Second, we are collecting information about the history of Drexel's Greek
life residences. We plan to create profiles on the homes and their former 
inhabitants. Some of the previous inhabitants were prominent in industry 
and business and many contributed to fields relevant to the studies of 
Drexel students. We will work with Drexel's Office of Greek Life to find 
ways of displaying this information in each house. The grant provides 
some support for display materials. 

Third, we hope to be able to prepare a special anniversary supplement to 
the Powelton Post featuring a broad variety of aspects of Powelton history 
from the 1860s to the 1960s and into the twenty-first century. 

The anniversary offers a great opportunity for us to celebrate our unique 
neighborhood. We hope that it will be a source of inspiration for the future 
care of our community. We plan to have our first open meeting during the 
last week in June. If you have any ideas or would like to become involved 
in any way, please contact me at rydersd@yahoo.com or 215-382-2980. 

The Schoff Family 
By Douglas Ewbank 

Frederick and Hannah Schoff raised their seven children at 3418 Baring 
St. They moved there in the early 1880s and expanded the house to 
fit their family's needs. Hannah probably lived there until her death in 
1940, almost 60 years later. Leonard and Hannah were very industrious. 
Frederick ran Stow Flexible Shaft Co., which was co-founded by George 
Burnham, Jr. (who lived at 214 N 31st). Their flexible shafts and variable 
speed motors were widely used in industry, and also made possible the 
dentist's drill. He was a member of the Church of the New Jerusalem 
(Swedenborg), the Union League, and the Sons of the Revolution. 

Hannah was by far the more interesting. In 1899, she read about an 
eight-year-old girl who set fire to a house. The girl was orphaned at two, 
raised in an orphanage and then worked in a 

At the same time, she was involved in the establishment of the National 
Congress of Mothers in 1897 and served as its president from 1902 to 
1920. She changed the organization's focus and its name to the National 
Congress of Mothers and Parent Teacher Associations, thus playing a 
central role in the initial years of the PTA. She founded its journal, Child 
Welfare (later National Parent-Teacher) and edited it from her home. She 
was instrumental in getting Theodore Roosevelt to serve on an advisory 
board throughout her presidency. 

A major focus of the National Congress of Women was keeping children 
from falling into a life of crime. For example, they opposed complete bans 
on child labor on the grounds that some children should work to keep 
them out of trouble. Hannah oversaw a large-scale investigation into the 
childhood circumstances that led to criminal incarceration. Her study of 
8,000 questionnaires filled out by prisoners and her years of observing the 

criminal justice system and visiting prisons led in 1915 to her 
boarding house. She was tried in a regular book The Wayward Child. She wrote that over the years that 
court and sentenced to a House of Refuge she had been in touch with the so-called incorrigible children 
along with adults. Hannah convinced the judge and she had seen many who were regarded as hopelessly 
to place the girl in a good home. She then wicked respond to the love and care given them. 
set about reforming the treatment of juveniles 
in the criminal justice system in Philadelphia. Hannah was very Victorian in that she stressed childrearing 
Her efforts led in 1901 to the establishment of as "the highest, holiest duty of womanhood: She felt women 
a juvenile court system (only the second, after , needed to be better prepared for the task. She was often at 
Chicago's), separate detention homes, and a odds with the more radical feminists of her day, but through her 
system of probation officers. During the first efforts to reform the criminal justice system and the founding of 
eight years, she observed almost every session the PTA, she had an enormous influence on the fate of children 
of the new court. She pushed for a similar sys in the twentieth century. 
tem in Pittsburgh and assisted efforts in several 
other states and Canada. She became the first Frederick and Hannah Schoff with their son, Albert, on the day of 

his wedding to Lucy Porter. Taken in 1918 at 3418 Baring Street. woman ever invited to address the Canadian 
Parliament. 

JUNE 200~ 


